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SB 427: AACTHE USE OF HAND-HELD MOBILE TELEPHONES AND MOBILE ELECTRONIC
DEVICES BY MOTOR VEHICLE OPERATORS

The Department of Public Safety supports efforts to combat distracted driving and suggests
adoption of language contained in $B 35. Both this bill and Senate Bill 35 would eliminate
the language providing that a first time violator can have the fine suspended by showing
proof of subsequent purchase of hands free device. The law banning use of a mobile
telephone while driving was passed in 2005, and there has been more than sufficient time for
the public to be educated about the ban and purchase hands free devices. The continued
presence of this language results in cases being nolled and difficulties in enforcing this
important public safety policy.

Both bills offer language to make it expressly clear that texting is a violation.

The federal government is moving on this issue, having already banned texting for truck and
bus drivers, with significant civil and criminal penalties. Further, there are proposals in
Congress to impose funding sanctions on states that do not enact laws prohibiting texting
while driving. This issue has become a priority after more than 5,800 people died in 2008 in
accidents where at least one form of driver distraction was cited in the crash report.

Texting while driving can be every bit as dangerous as drunk driving, and the consequences
can be just as devastating. There is a mindset among too many that there is nothing wrong
with “multi-tasking” while driving a 4,000 pound vehicle at 65 miles per hour. Passage of a no
texting bill, which incorporates the strategies of SB 35, will give the law enforcement
community the tools it needs to change dangerous driving behavior.
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